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THEME:  FREEDOM FOR ALL

PROGRAM BOOK

July 29-31, 2011
Hilton Hotel University Place, Charlotte, North Carolina
Presented by: The Freedom Center for Social Justice

SPECIAL THANKS

The Freedom Center for Social Justice would like to thank the members of the 2011 Planning Committee, our volunteers, administrative staff and the Charlotte Host Committee and Board.  We also thank the members of Unity Fellowship Church Charlotte.  You have each truly reflected the inclusive love of God in word and deed. 
Deepest appreciation to our Sponsors
Major Sponsor

THE ARCUS FOUNDATION
General Sponsors
THE HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN (HRC)

THE NATIONAL GAY AND LESBIAN TASK FORCE
MCC PEOPLE OF COLOR CONFERENCE

PHILADELPHIA TRANSHEALTH CONFERENCE

DIAMOND INFINITY CLUB

CHARLOTTE AFRICAN AMERICAN GIVING CIRCLE

Q-NOTES NEWSPAPER



BACKGROUND STORY
The Freedom Center for Social Justice (FCSJ) was birthed out of its founder and Executive Director, Bishop Tonyia M. Rawls’, commitment to social and spiritual justice.  The mission of the organization is to enhance quality of life by increasing the number of healthy options & opportunities available to low income communities, communities of color, and young people.  The Center’s primary goals are to counter the effects of poverty and all forms of oppression as they impact the lives of those who are marginalized.  

In early 2009 its initial pilot program focused on mentoring, tutoring and career development for at-risk high school students.  While the tutoring program addressed issues tied to a local crisis (low performing center city schools in Mecklenburg County, NC), the FCSJ also turned its focus onto a national issue – full inclusion for and empowerment of Transgender people within communities of faith and social justice movements.  There was a particular focus on transgender people of color since they were often the most alienated. 
To begin addressing this matter, the FCSJ hosted a national convening October 2009 in Los Angeles, CA.  Nearly 20 transgender delegates from across the country gathered to help shape, frame and mobilize around efforts for the 2010 TransFaith Summit.  Each delegate was a person of color and activist.  

The impact of the TransFaith 2009 Convening was incredible.  In addition to laying the foundation for the 2010 TransFaith Summit, delegates took their experience and new connections back to their local communities and created even broader networks of support and empowerment for many who were isolated and left feeling like their voice, nor work was making a difference.  
The TransFaith Summit is designed to provide a space where transgender people of various faith, racial, ethnic and social backgrounds can gather to build upon the already great work being done within the transgender and ally community.  We trust this will serve as a launch pad for efforts that will serve to create more inclusive communities of faith and social justice movements while also equipping attendees to be even more effective agents for change in terms of the local and national policies that affect their lives. 
TransFaith In Color Conference 2011 
Workshop Descriptions

Theme:   FREEDOM FOR ALL

FRIDAY, JULY 29th

8am 


Breakfast on Your Own

8am - 3pm

Registration







Midway
 
9am - 5pm
      
Exhibits








Lakeshore Area

8:00am – 10:00pm
Hospitality Suite







Olmstead

10am – 11:30am

Prayer and Opening Remarks 





University A/B




Bishop Tonyia M. Rawls, Founder and ED of The Freedom Center for Social Justice (FCSJ)




Opening Plenary Interfaith Panel




This session will discuss how different faith communities view and understand gender variance, and also 



how worship experiences can be more safe, welcoming, and inclusive of transgender people. The panel will  


explore how transgender people of faith can participate more fully in the life of a ministry or worship 



experience.
Moderator: Minister Louis Mitchell

Buddhist Voice:  Ruth King

Unitarian Universalist Voice:  Reverend Robin Tanner 
Jewish Voice: Judy Seldin-Cohen 

Yoruba Voice:  Carolyn Grey

Christian Voice: Reverend Rebecca Voelkel

12 Noon – 1:45pm     
Opening Luncheon






Lakeview



Keynote:  Robert Espinoza, Services and Advocacy for GLBT Elders (SAGE)

12 Noon – 3pm

HIV/AIDS and Syphilis Testing by Mecklenburg County Health Dept.
Welwyn
                                    
Must receive results in person – takes one week.
2pm - 3:15 pm         

          
   Block 1

Somebody Say Amen:  The Role of Faith Communities in the Fight for Transgender Justice

   (800)











Lakeshore 2 

How do we talk about the role of justice and liberation in our LGBTQ faith communities? How do we build the community structures we need to in order to take care of each other? This workshop is designed to assist faith leaders and others interested in learning more about effective methods of grassroots organizing for, by, and with transgender people. We will create a space to talk about the basics of community organizing, building power (and how power works), leadership, and how we can connect across lines of difference and oppression in LGBTQ communities. We will focus on how to support and build Trans and Gender Non-Conforming leadership in our communities, be allies, and talk with our faith communities about centering transgender voices in our collective struggles for justice. This is designed to an Organizing 101 workshop with a focus on effective organizing of marginalized and hard to reach communities. We will also focus on how to make changes in our local, state, and Southern regional communities.

Presenters:    Caitlin Breedlove and Paulina Hernandez

Block 2
Underserved/Invisible Within The Transgender Community

Lakeshore 1
     (801)               

Presenters, both experienced voices in the pursuit of equality, safety, and dignity for all transgender people, 


will explore strategies for embracing and protecting the most vulnerable members of the community, 



including those living in poverty, in prisons, and in shelters.




Presenters:   Miss Major; Roberta Dunn

Block 3
Building a Better World:  How to Impact Policy and Laws


University C
(802)
Members of these national justice organizations will discuss methods of effectively identifying, developing strategy for and implementing campaigns that lead to impactful efforts with law makers, leaders within faith communities and others who are making decisions that impact the lives of LGBT people.

Moderator:  Enzi Tanner

Panelists:   Barbara Satin; Reverend MacArthur Flournoy; Sharon Lettman

3:30pm - 4:45 pm  

    Block 1

Navigating Dating and Relationships




Lakeshore 1
    (803)


An intimate and interactive discussion/exploration of developing our love lives.  For transgender 




identified people only.



Presenters:   Charles Hawkins; Alexander Rupprecht; Diamond Collier; Chance Thomas

    Block 2

Partners of Trans Folk






University C
    (804)


This panel consisting of individuals in committed relationships with trans partners will discuss 




some of their joys and challenges, with opportunities for participant questions and contributions. 




Presenters:   Deborah Weekley; Reverend Marage Blakeney; Sandra Whittington; Donald Ray Austin; 




Almah LaVon Rice  

    Block 3

Guerilla Organizing:  Effective Grassroots Activism


Lakeshore 2
    (805)


Guerilla means "little war" in Spanish.  It has come to refer to those unconventional, surprising, ‘boots on 
the ground’ engagements that win big victories. Guerilla tactics focus around the use of a small, mobile force competing against a larger, more unwieldy one. And that is what Guerilla Organizing is all about.  Given the issues that are important to trans-activists and the resources available to organize towards them, we need to be nimble, creative, daring and well-organized.  Our work needs to be unconventional and unexpected.  Our workshop is a hands-on, interactive approach to organizing within the community. Join us.



Presenter:   Donna Redwing



5pm – 6:30pm           
Welcome Reception Presented by the Charlotte TransFaith In Color Host Committee













Lakeview
                              





Conference Blessing and Naming Ceremony



Yoruba:  Carolyn Grey




Buddhist: Ruth King




Jewish: Becky Stamler




Christian:  Rev. Catherine Houchins and Minister Dawn Flynn

7:15pm                      
Film: The Equality Ride:  A Documentary



Lakeshore 2



Our mission is simple. We aim to visit the hundreds of schools in the United States that openly discriminate 


against Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer individuals and their Allies (LGBTQA) through 



their policies and practices. On these campuses LGBTQA students and faculty are forced to suffer in 



silence. If they come out they are subject to expulsion and can even be forced into harmful “ex-gay” or 



“reparative” therapy programs.  Since its inception, the Equality Ride has catalyzed conversations and 



dialogue at these otherwise silent institutions. We have witnessed real change in practices and policies. 



Riders have worked to establish and strengthen Queer/Straight alliances all across the country. People have 



been provided with safe spaces in which to address the suffering they often feel at the hands of their 



schools and/or faith communities.




Special Appearance by “Riders” Enzi Tanner and Angel Collie 




SATURDAY, July 30th
 
8am 


Breakfast on Your Own

8am - 3pm

Registration







Midway
 
9am - 5pm
      
Exhibits








Lakeshore Area
8:00am – 10:00pm
Hospitality Suite







Olmstead

9:30am – 10:45am


     Block 1

Transgender Within the Jewish Tradition




Lakeshore 2
     (806)


This seminar will explore constructions of gender through the creation story, the prohibition on 




“cross dressing” and the four genders represented in Torah and Talmud.  Through the Jewish 




tradition of studying in “havrutah” (study groups) participants will look at translations of text, 




historical context, and Midrash (folklore) in order to expand the various concepts of gender in 




Jewish sacred texts for a modern understanding.  Previous experience with Jewish texts, or 




knowledge of Hebrew, is not required. All are welcome!




Presenters:  Becky Stamler; Jack Tobin

     Block 2

Transgender Within the Christian Tradition



Lakeshore 3
     (807)


This panel discussion will take a personal and organizational look at what it means to live, journey with and 


be a part of building Christian churches that truly live the broad message God’s welcome and love.  



Panelists will also address some of the scriptures that highlight the life of transgender people in the Bible 



and the ways that sacred text can be used to empower and free. There will also be a Q & A segment.





Moderator:  Angel Collie




Presenters:   Reverend Roger Hayes; Minister BobbieJean Baker; Chris Paige

 11am - 12:15pm       

     Block 1

A Conversation for Clergy





Lakeshore 1
     (809)


This discussion is geared toward clergy but is open to all.  Panelists will speak from the vantage point of 



transgender clergy and allies who have had to journey toward equality within the church and some of the 



unique challenges and opportunities that this journey has provided.  Attendees should come prepared to 



have frank conversations regarding not only building more trans welcoming congregations, but also 



assisting in the building of a stronger progressive movement.




Moderator: Rev. Brendan Boone, St. John MCC




Presenters:  Sr. Minister Carmarion Anderson; Reverend Jeff Haskins

     Block 2

Let’s Talk Hormones






Lakeshore 2
     (810)


This session will cover cross-sex hormone protocols, both MTF and FTM, and their side effects.





Presenter:   Richard Wynn, M.D.

     Block 3

Telling Our Stories






Lakeshore 3
     (811)


An author and a playwright/performance artist will present how they have taken their own stories public, 



and in the process, have raised LGBT awareness in the community at large. They will provide guidance on 



how participants can share their own stories.




Presenters:   David Weekley; Peterson Toscano

12:30pm - 2:00pm     




Awards Luncheon 






University C/D/E
                              
Keynote:  Rev. Erin Swenson




Pioneer Award:  Kylar Broadus, Esq.




Shining Star Award:  Angel Celeste Collie; Sr. Minister Carmarion Anderson

Ally Award:  Patsy Kinsey, Charlotte District 1 Councilwoman 

Arlene Istar Lev, Choices Counseling and Consulting

SPECIAL PRESENTATION

 2:15pm - 3:30pm

    

     Block 1              
Let’s Talk Law: Legal Concerns for Trans Folk



Lakeshore 3
     (812)


This session explores common legal concerns for transgender individuals, from name changes to custody to 



employment discrimination.




Presenters:   Kylar Broadus, Esq.; Connie Vetter, Esq.

     Block 2

The Role of Research in the Revolution




Lakeshore 2
     (813)


This session will explore the growing intersection of research, activism and faith.  Recent studies by each 



presenter will be discussed along ways that research outcomes can help in the fight for justice and equality.




Presenters:   Barbara Satin; Robert Espinoza

     Block 3

Taking Responsibility for Our Own Health Needs: 


Lakeshore 1
     (814)


Steps to Building a Provider Network in your Area







 

The health concerns for/of trans-identified people are many and varied.  We have the same concerns as anyone else and we have issues that may be directly related to our gender identities.  This workshop isn’t designed to answer and address every health issue – it is designed to give participants the tools to develop a supportive network of providers in their areas to create access and support specific to those represented on the network.  Needs:  the ability to take notes and the willingness to research supportive providers, to develop a timeline and create appropriate infrastructure to get started and a sense of humor and adventure!





Presenter:   Minister Louis Mitchell

3:45pm - 5pm           


     Block 1

Being and Becoming: Men





Lakeshore 1
     (815)


This workshop, designed for all men (trans and otherwise), will explore practical, emotional, and spiritual 



aspects of being and becoming men.




Presenters:   Shannon D; Charles Hawkins; Charles Moore

     Block 2

Being and Becoming:  Women





Lakeshore  2

     (816)


This workshop will explore how racism, transphobia, fatphobia, ableism, and more affects how we are 



viewed/view ourselves as women, whether transgender or cisgender, through introspective play, interactive 



small-group exercises, and incandescent interventions toward re-membering ourselves as treasures, not 



commodities.




Presenters:   Almah LaVon Rice; Paige Dula; Sylvia Clippard

     Block 3

Beyond the Binary: A Fresh Look At Gender     



Lakeshore 3
     (817)


This workshop will explore identities that transcend the male/female binary.




Presenters:   Diamond Collier; Chris Paige; Angel Collie
5pm – 7pm

Dinner on Your Own
 

5pm – 6:30pm

Mass Choir Rehearsal






Glenwaters
7:30pm         

Performance:  Transfigurations





Glenwaters




Peterson Toscano

 

SUNDAY, JULY 31ST

8:00am – 5:00pm
Hospitality Suite







Olmstead

 


Please feel free to use this room while waiting for your departure.

8:30am -10am           
Interfaith Worship Service and Closing Ceremony



University A/B

Officiate:  Minister BobbieJean Baker 

Speakers: Rabbi Judy Schindler, Rabbi Jonathan Freirich and Ruth King

Music:  TransFaith In Color Mass Choir – Directed by Reverend Leslie Oliver
NOTE:  Please join us at Unity Fellowship Church Charlotte, 2127 Eastway Drive, Charlotte, NC for our Sunday worship service.  Praise and Worship begins at 10:45am and the service begins at 11am.

Bishop Tonyia M. Rawls, Founder of Unity Fellowship Church Charlotte and the Freedom Center for Social Justice will be preaching.
Please advise Mecca Moss or Gwen Rawls if you would like to attend but need transportation.

SAVE THE DATE
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August 17-19, 2012

The Hilton Hotel University Place

8629 JM Keynes Drive, Charlotte, NC

VISIT WWW.TRANSFAITHINCOLOR.COM FOR MORE DETAILS

Requests for sponsorships, workshops and vending can be sent to info@transfaithincolor.org
CONFERENCE 2011
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